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RECORD OF DECISIONS AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS 
PAME II-2015 (15-17 September 2015) 

Tromsö, Norway 
Opening	
  of	
  the	
  Meeting	
  

PAME thanks Norway for hosting this meeting and noted welcoming remarks from the Head of 
Delegation from Norway, Anja Elisenberg, and the Director of the Arctic Council Secretariat, 
Magnús Jóhannesson.  

Information	
  from	
  the	
  Chair	
  and	
  Secretariat	
  (Agenda	
  Item	
  3)	
  

The Meeting took note of U.S. Chairmanship Program and its three overarching goals: 
1. Continue strengthening the Arctic Council as an intergovernmental forum

2. Raise Arctic and climate change awareness within the United States and across the
world.

3. Introduce new long-term priorities into the Arctic Council
Furthermore, the 3 organizational thematic areas of the U.S. Chairmanship were noted, in 
particular those of relevance to PAME:  

• Arctic Ocean Safety, Security and Stewardship

• Improving Economic and Living Conditions

• Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change
PAME took a note on the reflections and outcomes form the Iqaluit Ministerial meeting, in 
general as presented by the Canadian SAO, Susan Harper, and in particular as it relates to 
PAME, in addition to the discussions that took place at the Executive SAO meeting 16-17 June 
2015 as summarized by the PAME Chair, Renée Sauvé. 

Arctic	
  Marine	
  Shipping	
  Assessment	
  (Agenda	
  Item	
  4)	
  

1) AMSA I(A) – Linking with International Organizations
PAME acknowledges the work and contributions of the Shipping Expert Group representatives in 
planning and participating in the ShipArc 2015 Conference, co-sponsored by the WMU, IMO and 
Arctic Council-PAME. PAME requests the Secretariat to work with those from PAME who 
attended the conference to prepare a short contribution (to be edited and finalized by the SEG 
Co-Chairs) for inclusion in the forthcoming conference publication.  
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PAME requests that the Shipping Expert Group develop a ‘lessons learned’ document detailing 
the successes and shortcomings of the ShipArc 2015 Conference and PAMEs engagement 
therein.  

PAME thanks the Arctic Regional Hydrographic Commission (ARHC) for its report titled 
“Update on the Activities of the ARHC” and its attachments. PAME notes the substantial value 
of the national Arctic Voyage Planning Guides (AVPG) produced to date. PAME instructs the 
Shipping Expert Group to respond intercessionally to ARHC’s request for additional information 
that may contribute to its work in supporting protection of the Arctic marine environment. In 
particular, the Shipping Expert Group is asked to identify additional information for possible 
inclusion in the AVPGs and to maintain an ongoing dialogue with the ARHC. 
PAME invites the USA to submit to PAME I-2016 a proposed draft project plan for collaboration 
between PAME and IALA, taking into account exchanges between the two bodies to date. 
PAME requests the Secretariat to invite a representative from the Marine, Trade & Energy 
Group, DWF LLP to make a presentation on the role of marine insurance in support of the Polar 
Code (noting the presentation by Michael Kingston at the ShipArc 2015 Conference). 

PAME thanks Peter S. Rasch, Director, Collaboration & Innovation, Capital Region, Danish 
Meteorological Institute, for his presentation on behalf of the International Ice Charting Working 
Group (IICWG) and invites the Shipping Expert Group to explore follow up on IICWG’s 
proposed areas of collaboration and report back to PAME I-2016. 

[PAME thanks both [Kjell Knudsen of BarentsWatch and Bjornar Kleppe for their respective 
presentations on BarentsWatch and Havbase.]  

2) AMSA I(B) – IMO Measures for Arctic Shipping 
PAME invites Member Governments, Observer States and Permanent Participants by 15 
December 2015 to review and as appropriate provide information to supplement or correct the 
HFO Project Phase III paper titled “Heavy Fuel Oil Releases from Shipping in the Arctic” 
submitted by the USA, the Russian Federation, Kingdom of Denmark and Norway to PAME II-
2015. PAME invites the USA to lead preparation of a revised version for submission to PAME I-
2016. 
PAME invites Norway to present the results from the HFO III(B) project (Possible hazards for 
engines and fuels systems using heavy fuel oil in cold climates) at the PAME I-2016 meeting. 
PAME invites Member Governments to submit recent information on accidents involving 
commercial fishing vessels in Arctic waters as defined by the Polar Code. 
PAME invites the USA and Canada to submit, as appropriate, a brief report on relevant 
developments (if any) at the IMO with respect to a proposed Phase II of the Polar Code. 
PAME encourages all States and the affected maritime community to effectively implement the 
Polar Code on a timely basis. 
3) AMSA I(D) – Strengthening Passenger Ship Safety 

PAME invites Canada, USA and Norway to submit a paper identifying potential specific Arctic 
Marine Tourism Project (AMTP) follow-up activities for consideration at PAME I-2016. 

PAME invites Member Governments to submit papers to PAME I-2016 that: i) describe safety 
incidents within Arctic waters subject to their jurisdiction involving private pleasure craft that 
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have necessitated a response by a third party; and ii) identify potential speakers who could make 
a presentation at a future PAME meeting on this topic. 
4) AMSA II(A) – Survey of Arctic Indigenous Marine Use 

PAME thanks AIA’s Jim Gamble for his update on the “Arctic Marine Indigenous Use Mapping: 
Tools for Communities” project, and notes the agreement of cooperation between AIA and the 
Korea Maritime Institute on the project. 
PAME requests the Secretariat invite a representative of ICC-Canada to make a presentation to 
PAME I-2016 on “The Sea Ice Never Stops: Circumpolar Inuit Reflections on Sea Ice Use and 
Shipping in Inuit Nunaat”. 

5) AMSA II(B) – Engagement with Arctic Communities 
Refer to RoDs for agenda item 5 on the MEMA Project 

6) AMSA II(D) – Specially Designated Arctic Marine Areas 
Taking into account the AMSA II C report and the Arctic EBSA’s identified in 2014 by the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), PAME invites AMAP and CAFF to denote areas 
within the high seas area of the Central Arctic Ocean particularly vulnerable to international 
shipping activities. 
PAME thanks Norway for its update on the status of current ship traffic in the high seas areas of 
the Central Arctic Ocean and invites Norway to provide a similar update to PAME II-2016. 
PAME decides to continue the work of the Regional Reception Facilities Plan (RRFP) 
Correspondence Group (CG) in consideration of the group’s report to PAME II-2015. The 
project co-leads will provide a further progress report to PAME I-2016. The final draft 
deliverable document will be completed by the end of 2016 and submitted to PAME I-2017.  
7) AMSA II(E) – Protection from Invasive Species 

PAME requests the Secretariat to contact the CAFF Secretariat and the ICES Secretariat to 
identify possible topics of information exchange and collaboration on aquatic invasive species in 
the Arctic marine environment. 
PAME invites Member Governments to submit papers to PAME I-2016 on how, within Arctic 
waters subject to their jurisdiction they: 

i) regulate ship ballast water; 

ii) are implementing the IMO’s 2011 Guidelines for the Control and Management of 
Ships’ Biofouling to Minimize the Transfer of Invasive Aquatic Species (Resolution 
MEPC.207/62, 15 July 2011);  
iii) are implementing the IPIECA/OGP Alien Invasive Species and the Oil and Gas 
Industry: Guidance for Prevention and Management (2010); and  
iv) are applying any innovative measures to address the threats posed by aquatic 
invasive species. 

PAME invites the USA to submit a paper to PAME I-2016 on Hazard Analysis and Critical 
Control Points (HACCP) planning as a management tool that provides a structured method to 
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identify risks and focus procedures in natural resource pathways activities to avoid and/or 
mitigate the unintended spread of aquatic invasive species. 
8) AMSA II(F) – Oil Spill Prevention 

PAME identified its contributions to the draft TFOPP implementation matrix prepared by EPPR. 
PAME requests the Secretariat to forward the PAME entries to EPPR, to follow-up on further 
matrix development, and to keep PAMEs Oil and Gas Contact Group and the Shipping Expert 
Group informed. 

9) AMSA II(G) – Addressing Impacts on Marine Mammals 
PAME thanks Geneviève Desportes, General Secretary, the North Atlantic Marine Mammal 
Commission (NAMMCO) for her presentation on its Arctic relevant programs and activities. 
PAME requests the Secretariat to invite a representative of the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) to make a presentation to PAME I-2016 on its Arctic relevant programs and 
activities. 

10) AMSA II(H) – Reducing Air Emissions 
PAME invites Arctic stakeholders to augment the consolidated bibliography of ship air emission 
publications posted to the PAME website by submitting any new updates to the USA.  
PAME requests the Secretariat to reach out to the Task Force on Black Carbon and Methane to 
seek clarification on the scope of the inventory. 
PAME invites Norway to submit an update to PAME I-2016 on IMO’s work with respect to black 
carbon. 
11) AMSA III(A) – Addressing the Infrastructure Deficit 

PAME invites Member Governments and Arctic stakeholders to strengthen and expand terrestrial 
AIS networks where appropriate and feasible in order to support safety of navigation, risk 
reduction, search and rescue, and incident response. 
12) AMSA III(B) – Arctic Marine Traffic Systems 

PAME requests the Member Government AIS technical experts to develop intersessionally and 
submit to PAME I-2016 a revised Arctic Shipping Traffic Data (ASTD) draft project plan, 
(including scalable cost options and potential elements of data sharing agreements), taking into 
account the guidance provided during PAME II-2015. The USA will serve as the Member 
Government lead for this initiative.  
13) AMSA III(D) – Investing in Hydrographic, Meteorological and Oceanographic Data 

PAME invites the USA to take the lead in reviewing the 1st World Ocean Assessment after its 
publication, and submit a paper to PAME I-2016 or PAME II-2016 on the WOA’s overall utility 
as a reference document for PAME’s work with ideas and suggestions for how existing or 
proposed PAME projects might benefit from and take into account the WOA report information 
on the Arctic Ocean. 
  

eNav
Highlight

eNav
Highlight



PAME II-2015 final RoDs 

Page 5 of 8 

14)  Other Items 

PAME thanks Justin (Jong Deog) Kim, Director General of Strategy Research Division, Korea 
Maritime Institute, for his presentation to the Shipping Expert Group on ROK’s interests in 
Arctic shipping and welcomes ROKs ongoing engagement in PAME as an Observer State.] 
PAME requests the Secretariat to invite another Observer State to make a presentation on its 
Arctic shipping interests to the Shipping Expert Group at PAME I-2016. 
PAME invites the USA and Canada to submit a paper to PAME I-2016 that proposes criteria for 
prioritizing PAME shipping related projects. 

Follow	
  up	
  on	
  the	
  2009	
  Arctic	
  Offshore	
  Oil	
  and	
  Gas	
  Guidelines	
  (Agenda	
  item	
  5)	
  

Meaningful Engagement of Arctic Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities in Marine 
Activities project (MEMA): 
PAME welcomes the progress report on the MEMA project. The project team includes members 
of the Oil and Gas Contact Group, Shipping Expert Group and Marine Protected Area Expert 
Group and is co-led by the U.S., Canada, Aleut International Association, Saami Council and 
Inuit Circumpolar Council.  
The next steps include: 

1) analyze the information in the database.  
2) hold a half day consultation/outreach meeting in Anchorage October 19, 2015.  

3) prepare a narrative summary of the analysis.  
4) hold a workshop on Best Practices for engagement in conjunction with PAME I 2016 
or possibly with SDWG I 2016. 
5) prepare a workshop summary, 

6) write main findings and conclusions. 
To achieve these steps, PAME noted the efforts by the project team which is actively exploring a 
few possible options for securing assistance. This includes a volunteer or contract professional 
analyst/writer/facilitator and/or assistance from the Social, Economic and Cultural Expert 
Group of the SDWG. It was suggested that the PAME Chair will communicate with the SDWG 
Chair to explore a possible collaborative arrangement.  

Selected Updates of the AOOGG 2009 and Response to AMSP Strategic Actions and TFOPP 
Framework 

• Meaningful Engagement of Indigenous People: The group discussed the possibility of 
using the outcome of MEMA to decide whether to update the AOOGG 2009 Guidance 
noting that it would be responsive to AMSP Strategic Action 7.4.1.  

• Environmental Impact Assessment: The group discussed the possibility of updating 
guidance on EIAs noting that it would be responsive to the AMSP Strategic Actions 7.1.3; 
7.2.2; 7.2.3; 7.3.1 and TFOPP Framework Initiative 1.5.1.  

• Operating Practices: The group discussed the possibility of updating of sections (6.1) 
Waste Management, (6.2) Use and Discharge of Chemicals, and (6.3) Emissions to Air 
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noting that it would be responsive to the AMSP Strategic Actions 7.3.3; 7.3.6; 7.3.7; 
7.3.9; 7.3.10, and TFOPP Framework Initiatives 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3. 

• The Oil and Gas Contact Group will correspond on these items and draft a concept paper 
on each for discussion at the PAME I 2016 meeting. 

• The Oil and Gas Contact Group will develop a table of recommendations from the 
AOOGG 2009 and Systems Safety Management and Safety Culture reports for review and 
consideration by the group as an implementation follow-up matrix or a tracking tool.  

Arctic Offshore Oil and Gas Regulatory Resource (AOOGRR) 

• The PAME Secretariat requested member states to review their web-links in the 
redesigned AOOGRR and supply updated information for the website by 20th of January, 
2016.  

PAME Secretariat to approach the Arctic Council Secretariat to seek funding for Russian 
Translation of the AOOGG 2009 and the AOOGG: Systems Safety Management and Safety 
Culture Report. 

Framework	
  for	
  a	
  Pan-­‐Arctic	
  Network	
  of	
  Marine	
  Protected	
  Areas	
  (MPAs)	
  	
  
(Agenda	
  item	
  6)	
  

PAME notes the status update on the inventory mapping of existing Arctic MPAs project (joint 
effort by the PAME and CAFF and Secretariat) and requests the PAME Secretariat to respond to 
questions raised by some countries on the letter sent out on 14th of August.  

PAME further noted that due to questions and clarifications requested by some countries, the 
timeline below may need to be modified to take into account additional time needed by countries 
to provide the data requested. 

2015 

• 30 Sept: Countries to respond to the letter of 14th of August, based upon clarifications 
provided by the Secretariat.  

• Nov: Combine reviewed data into one Database 

• Nov-Dec: Prepare 1 draft report on marine protected areas indicator 
2016 

• Jan 2016: draft indicator report for review  

• Feb–Mar 2016: Approval of indicator report 
• Mar 2016: Release dataset and indicator report  

PAME thanks the United States for its workshop proposal in support of PAME’s project on 
“Linking area-based conservation measures to categories of Arctic marine biodiversity”, 
noting that the United States will inform PAME when it receives notification regarding 
funding from internal processes and will continue to work with the MPA expert group on its 
implementation, as appropriate. 

PAME thanks the United States for its draft proposal to hold a workshop during the forum 
portion of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World 
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Conservation Congress (September 2016 in Honolulu, Hawaii, USA).  The United States 
requests the Secretariat to circulate the draft proposal to Heads of Delegation, seeking the 
following by October 1: additional comments and support to submit the proposal to the 
World Conservation Congress for consideration; consideration by States regarding their 
participation; and co-sponsorship by other States in its submission.  

PAME thanks Darius Campbell, the OSPAR Secretariat, for its informative presentation with 
respect to work on MPAs and welcomes continued collaboration and communication to share 
information and lessons learned.   
PAME requests the Secretariat to send a letter to the other Arctic Council working groups 
inviting them to nominate experts for the joint MPA expert group. 

Ecosystem	
  Approach	
  to	
  Management	
  (Agenda	
  item	
  7)	
  

PAME welcomes the progress report on the work of the Ecosystem Approach expert group (EA-
EG) describing work over the last 6 months according to the agreed work plan for 2015-2017 
time period.  

PAME welcomes the report from the 5th EA workshop on “Methodology and status of 
development of ecological (quality) objectives for Arctic Large Marine Ecosystems” that was 
held in Bergen, Norway, 26-27 May 2015. PAME notes the background document on objectives, 
included as Annex III of the workshop report, and welcomes the further development of this 
document as the basis for the report "Status of Setting Ecological Objectives in the Arctic" to be 
delivered in spring 2016. Arctic States, PPs and observers are invited to contribute more 
information to be used in this report, according to the recommendations from the workshop. 

PAME welcomes the report from the joint ICES/AMAP/CAFF/PAME Workshop on Integrated 
Ecosystem Assessment (IEA) for the Arctic Ocean (WKICA) that met in Bergen, Norway, 28–29 
May 2015. PAME notes the conclusion of the workshop that ICES should establish a working 
group on Integrated Ecosystem Assessment (IEA) for the central Arctic Ocean (WGICA) and 
welcomes such an initiative by ICES. PAME agrees to take part through the EA-EG in a joint 
WG with ICES from the Arctic Council. 

PAME welcomes the information provided on the outcome of the Third Meeting of Scientific 
Experts on Fish Stocks in the Central Arctic Ocean and notes its relevance to the work of a new 
ICES Working Group on Integrated Ecosystem Assessment of the Central Arctic Ocean 
(ICES/WGICA). 

PAME welcomes the initial plan for an international conference on implementation of the EA for 
Arctic LMEs and agrees to the next step which is to establish a planning group to prepare a 
detailed program for the conference. Venue and time will also need to be identified (tentatively 
Fairbanks, Alaska, in August 2016).  

Follow-­‐up/Implementation	
  of	
  the	
  AMSP	
  2015-­‐2025	
  (Agenda	
  item	
  8)	
  

PAME welcomes the work on the 1st draft proposal and roadmap to prepare AMSP 
implementation plan and welcomes close involvement of other Arctic Council working groups in 
this process and agree to the next steps proposed, noting that this may need to be modified based 
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on discussions with the other working groups at the ½ day consultation venue on the 19th of Oct., 
back-to-back with the upcoming SAO meeting 20-22 Oct in Anchorage, Alaska.  
Comments are due on the 1st draft roadmap and timeline of the AMSP implementation by 2nd of 
October as per the timeline presented to PAME. 
PAME is requested to provide comments to the 1st draft AMSP communication Plan by 15th of 
October based on outlined content. The aim is to agree to the final version of the communication 
plan at the PAME I-2016 meeting. 

Task	
  Force	
  on	
  Arctic	
  Marine	
  Cooperation	
  (TFAMC),	
  PAMEs	
  Role	
  (Agenda	
  item	
  9)	
  

PAME thanks the United States for the overall information on the mandate of the TFAMC and 
agrees to the content and focus of the PAME presentation as proposed by the PAME Chair at the 
1st meeting of the TFAMC 21-22 September in Oslo.  

PAME	
  Administration	
  Next	
  Meeting	
  

The Meeting invites PAME delegations to include shipping, oil and gas, ecosystem and MPA 
experts in their delegations to the PAME I-2016 meeting. 

The Meeting requests the PAME Chair to present status and progress to the upcoming SAO 
meeting 20-22 October 2015 on the PAME deliverables of cross-cutting nature as requested by 
the U.S. Chairmanship, in addition to a 2-pager PAME progress report, i.e.: 

• Meaningful Engagement of Arctic Indigenous Peoples and Local communities in Marine 
Activities (MEMA) project (is both of subject and working group cross-cutting nature) 

• Ecosystem-based Approach to marine management (relevance to the joint EA expert 
group membership that includes membership from other AC working groups working on 
marine-related issues). This has also a direct relevance and follow-up to EBM in the 
Iqaluit Declaration. 

• Arctic Council Arctic Marine Strategic Plan 2015-2025: developing an implementation 
plan and coordination with other working groups in this regard (i.e. Planning of 
workshops/consultation venues etc.). 

• Implementation of the MPA Framework (as a part of the working groups joint session 
discussions and outcomes). 

PAME thanks the PAME expert groups for their excellent work, both intersessionally and during 
the meeting. 
The location of the next PAME Meeting will be in Feb 2016 (1st week of Feb preferred), time and 
venue TBD. Full consideration should be given to the need for scheduling the next PAME 
meeting back-to-back with the TFAMC meeting i.e. preferably convene PAME I-2016 from Mon 
– Wed follow by a 2 day meeting of the TFAMC from Thu-Fri. 




